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- The use of phantoms is not suffi-
cient in most cases, as the effects
of operator performance are not
taken into account when phantoms
are used.

- Phantoms can be useful for assess-
ing general radiographic exposures
obtained with automatic exposure

control (AEC) for comparison of
the performance of different x-ray
units or for checking the perfor-
mance of mammography units, but
setting DRL values using phantom-
based surveys is not appropriate.

- Phantoms may provide a conve-
nient first step for evaluating the
performance of mammography,
radiography, and fluoroscopy
equipment, but their use should
not replace patient dose surveys.
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